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THE CORE PROGRAM OUR MISSION

The Core Program is a yearlong playwriting

o o e o e arne. 10 tap the potential

the school day from November through June.

Young Playwrights teaching artists form Artistic O'I: youth and inspir e

Teams with classroom teachers to lead students

Fhro-ugh- the prc.x:-ess of writing a play from learn‘ng th rough

inspiration to revision.

In 2017-2018, PY P worked directly with more than p Iaywr I tl ng

2100 students and their classroom teachersin 92

classrooms in 42 schools throughout the Greater Philadelphia region. 26 professional
teaching artists partnered with 66 classroom teachers to provide more than 1200 hours of
direct instruction. This year also marks the implementation of trauma-informed curriculum,
it aims to equip PYP's cadre of Teaching Artists with the tools to responsively address
those behaviors in the classroom. The goal is that teaching artists work does not simply

facilitate the creation of scripts, but the

2100 Students creation of the safe spaces crucial to

healing and community building. Demon-

strating transformative capacity, PYP's

92 CIassroomS trauma-informed curriculum will travel

beyond the classrooms and stages, out into

the community where it is also much
42 schools s

26 teaching artists  ourcomes

In-class programs align with Common Core
66 teaC h ers Standards for Arts & Humanities, advancing

student literacy and creative skills and

]200+ hou rs cultivating self-confidence, grit and

collaborative abilities.

“I think this program is life-changing. You are allowed
the opportunity to achieve your goal, and they let you
show your talent. | think your voice is the most
important thing in this program.”
- 10th Grade Student at Benjamin Franklin HS
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At the conclusion of their Core Program residency, students in our

programs have the opportunity to submit their play to the Annual
Playwriting Festival. In 2017 more than 1000 students from 41
schools submitted over 700 plays. 80 Literary Committee
members read and considered each play, providing every student
with a thoughtful, individualized response to their work with
suggestions for further revision. Students whose plays are chosen
as winners work with theater professionals to further develop and

produce them in the Play Development Series.

In 201718 PYP facilitated 30 public presentations of student work,

partnering with professional theaters and universities including:

7 pieces written by middle and high school students chosen to be
performed in our New Voices: Workshop Productions at Temple

University.

5 plays written by elementary and middle school students were
performed as a part of the second annual Pep Rally, performed at

the African American Museum in Philadelphia.

18 monologues written by middle and high school students in
Philadelphia were performed as part of our Mouthful Monologue

Festival in collaboration with InterAct Theatre Company.

A logical next step in PYP's programming, the Mouthful podcast
responds to the evolving nature of media consumption. Fueled by
over 600 submissions, the product of classroom-based monologue
workshops, Mouthful and
36’000 Iisteners the .Mouthful .Monologue
Festival amplify student

voices and create new

41 states connections.

Through their involve-

7 monOIOgueS ment with the Mouthful
podcast and the Mono-

. . logue Festival, young

3 |IV9 reco rdlngs people develop the tools
to resiliently navigate

their own lives and continue along a creative trajectory. This work
serves as a vehicle for Philadelphia area youth to not only catharti-
cally create and communicate with their peers, but act as

citizen-artists fostering new visions of justice and equity.

“l was going through that struggle at the time, so |

decided to write about it... It's been amazing.”
- 1th Grade Student at Creative & Performing Arts HS

We aim to strengthen our commitment to Philadelphia’s actors,

who are a vital component of the playwriting process.
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