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PHILADELPHIA 
YOUNG PLAYWRIGHTS Student Voices

Center Stage

To tap the potential of youth 
and inspire learning through playwriting.

  THE 
CORE PROGRAM

The Core Program is a yearlong playwriting residency that 
takes place in classrooms during the school day from 
November through June. Young Playwrights teaching artists 
form Artistic Teams with classroom teachers to lead students 
through the process of writing a play, from inspiration to 
revision.

In 2013-14, Young Playwrights worked directly with more than 
2,000 students and their classroom teachers in 66 classrooms 
in 40 schools throughout the Greater Philadelphia region.
27 professional teaching artists partnered with 43 classroom 
teachers to provide more than 950 hours of direct instruction. 

By the numbers:

OUR MISSION:

2,000 students

66 classrooms

40 schools

27 teaching artists

43 teachers

950 hours

“Young Playwrights encapsulates the way our whole education 
should be. They teach you stamina in editing and revision. That’s 
where the grit is. That’s how life is.” 

-Program Teacher, Wyncote Elementary

OUTCOMES
In-class programs align with Common Core 
Standards for Arts & Humanities, advancing 
student literacy and creative skills and cultivating 
self-confidence, grit, and collaborative abilities.
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“When I was fourteen I wrote a play... the rest is history. 
Now I spend my days here in a Hollywood writers’ room.”

-Adam F. Goldberg, Program Alumnus, 
Accomplished Screenwriter, 

and Creator of the ABC Sitcom The Goldbergswww.phillyyoungplaywrights.org
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“Philadelphia Young Playwrights has been a home for me for the past two years. Here 
I have found a nursery for creativity, a legion of support, and a vast pool of inspiration. 
After participating in the Monologue Festival and receiving such a positive response, I 
could not help but immerse myself wholeheartedly into the organization. I am a 
member of the Youth Council, where I have been given many opportunities to step 
into leadership and advocacy roles on behalf of PYP. This year, I was a Paula Vogel 
Mentors Project Fellow where, in collaboration with my mentor Quiara Alegría Hudes, 
I have written a full-length play which was produced by PYP at the Arts Initiative... 
Nothing is more gratifying than an open discussion about my work, or an audience 
member who felt touched by my words... I grow more and more grateful for this 
connection each day.”

PLAY DEVELOPMENT SERIES
More than 60 public presentations of student work were 
produced in 2013-14 in partnership with professional theaters 
and universities, including: 
	 10 pieces written by middle and high school 
	 students as part of the New Voices: Workshop 		
	 Productions at Temple University
	 11 plays written by elementary and middle school 		
	 students as part of Saturday Reading Series. 
	 8 monologues performed as part of the inaugural 		
	 Young Voices fall tour. 
	 18 monologues written by high school students as
	 part of the 2014 Young Voices Monologue Festival
	 produced in partnership with InterAct Theatre Co.
	 12 monologues written by middle school students 		
	 as part of the Middle School Young Voices Festival.
	 5 new plays written by first year Paula Vogel 
	 Mentors Project fellows.

ANNUAL PLAYWRITING FESTIVAL

  

At the conclusion of their Core Program residency, students 
in our programs (and indeed those throughout the region who 
did not partcipate in our programs) have the opportunity to 
submit their play to the Annual Playwriting Festival.

In 2014, more than 650 students from 34 schools submitted 
a total of 615 plays (including numerous class-written works). 
79 Literary Committee members, read and considered each 
play, providing every student with a thoughtful, individualized 
response to their work with suggestions for further revision. 
Students whose plays are chosen as winners work with 
theater professionals to further develop and produce them
in the Play Development Series.

650+ students
34 schools
615 plays
79 readers

60+ public presentations
	 1o New Voices
	 11 Saturday Reading Series
	 8 Young Voices Fall Tour
	 18 Young Voices 
	 12 Young Voices Middle School
	 5 Paula Vogel Mentors Project

Read more of Angela’s statement at www.phillyyoungplaywrights.org/report14

AN EXCERPT FROM A CITY SPEAKS
	 a winning monologue by Jade Schweitzer

City — synonymous for cesspool.
Their words not mine, politicians and 
newscasters think Philadelphia is a poison. That 
I am polluting the world with my people, my 
spawn. No. Let me explain something: These are 
my people and  their stories, stories I helped 
them write. 

In a way I am the most human city there is, with 
my possessiveness,and indecisiveness. With my 
whimsical ways and last minute decisions. I have a 
choice to make. What will become of my toys, my 
dolls? Will I ruin them, or will I build them up to 
all they can be?
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