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At this year's Professional Productions Young Playwrights presented Poetic LifePoetic LifePoetic LifePoetic Life by Nia Davis  by Nia Davis  by Nia Davis  by Nia Davis 
and    The Choices We MakeThe Choices We MakeThe Choices We MakeThe Choices We Make by Marquis Herring by Marquis Herring by Marquis Herring by Marquis Herring. These two compelling plays explore the 
difficult choices young people are faced with today. Radiating with powerful messages of 
anti-violence and conflict resolution, the plays written by these exceptional young 
playwrights speak to the volatile climate so many of our Philadelphia youth live in every day. 
After the show we asked students to write messages to Mayor Nutter answering the 
question: What will you do help end violence in your community? Students responded with 
inspiring, heartfelt messages. Here are a few: 
 
As a senior, I will set examples and be a positive role model for younger students in my 
school and neighborhood. –Student, Parkway Northwest 
 
I think we should choose to love through our actions and thoughts and words. Our city is the 
“City of Brotherly Love,” but yet we lack the common love of the most unfortunate person. 
The young are the future but to be the “future,” we need to live to see it. 
 
Mayor, to help end violence in my community, I could encourage my peers to join programs 
like Young Playwrights and to become more involved with the community. –Student, Girard 
College ‘08 
 
Given the opportunity to partake in more educational activities, we, the youth, can excel! –
Student, Girard College, Junior ‘09 
 
The pen is mightier than the gun. 
 
Mayor Nutter, please continue and also increase your support in the arts. An idle mind leads 
to danger. 
 
Mayor Nutter, please continue to support and HIGHLIGHT positive programs as these. This is 
the KEY to breaking this never-ending cycle of violence by giving positive outlets of 
expression and creativity. Our city has a lot to offer. Help us do it! 
 
I will step up and become a leader. –Student, Parkway Northwest High School 
 
Mayor, provide more programs that focus on improving our youth. Give more opportunities 
to students for them to succeed! –Student, Girard College ‘08 
 
To Mayor: Please continue to support the theater and Philadelphia Young Playwrights 
because through art, we can make a positive change in the world. 
 
Art heals… we need more programs to help put an end to the cycle of violence that is 
plaguing our streets. –Nia Davis (Poetic Life) 
 
Playwriting like all art is key to the development of young people, which in turn, determines 
our future. –Marquis Herring (The Choices We Make) 


